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Target Audience
This activity has been designed to meet the educational
needs of surgeons involved in the care of patients with atrial
fibrillation.

Statement of Need
Atrial fibrillation is the most commonly seen arrhythmia in
clinical practice, and its incidence is increasing. With a
renewed interest in the ablation of atrial fibrillation,
electrophysiologists and surgeons are striving toward the 
goal of a cure for AF. New instruments and techniques of
interventional cardiology and minimally invasive surgery are
being developed, the efficacy and safety of the various
approaches continue to be elucidated, and clinical
investigators are working to establish a base of evidence for
the selection of optimal therapy for individual patients and
patient groups. Electrophysiologists and surgeons are at the
forefront of these endeavors. This is a time for them to
collaborate, through shared information and combined efforts,
on realizing an integrated, definitive approach to the
management of atrial fibrillation.

Educational Objectives
After completing this activity, the participant should be better
able to:

n Describe the efficacy and safety of medical treatment of
atrial fibrillation

n Cite the risk for stroke associated with atrial fibrillation
n Explain procedure-based treatment of atrial fibrillation
n Identify the need for a surgical/electrophysiologic model

of collaboration in the treatment of atrial fibrillation
n Compare patient selection factors for surgical ablation

therapy and catheter ablation therapy

Faculty
A. Marc Gillinov, MD (Program Chair/Moderator)
Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, Ohio

Adam E. Saltman, MD, PhD 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery
Maimonides Medical Center 
Brooklyn, New York

Kalyanam Shivkumar, MD, PhD
UCLA Cardiac Arrhythmia Center
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA
Los Angeles, California

Program Agenda
6:00–6:30 AM Breakfast and Registration

6:30–6:35 AM Welcome and Introduction
A. Marc Gillinov, MD

6:35–7:20 AM Expert Interviews 
n The Electrophysiologic Approach 

Kalyanam Shivkumar, MD, PhD
n The Surgical Approach 

Adam Saltman, MD, PhD
n The Collaborative Approach

Kalyanam Shivkumar, MD, PhD, and
Adam Saltman, MD, PhD 

7:20–7:30 AM Q&A/Concluding Remarks

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in
accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Postgraduate
Institute for Medicine (PIM) and Imprint Science. PIM is
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical
education for physicians.

Credit Designation
Postgraduate Institute for Medicine designates this
educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1
Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Fee Information
There is no fee for this educational activity.

Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest
Postgraduate Institute for Medicine (PIM) requires instructors,
planners, managers, and other individuals who are in a
position to control the content of this activity to disclose any
real or apparent conflict of interest they may have as related
to the content of this activity. All identified conflicts of interest
are thoroughly vetted by PIM for fair balance, scientific
objectivity of studies mentioned in the materials or used as
the basis for content, and appropriateness of patient care
recommendations.

Americans with Disabilities Act (if applicable)
Event staff will be glad to assist you with any special
needs (ie, physical, dietary, etc). Please contact Imprint
Science prior to the live event at (212) 614-4665.


